author’s favourite haunts and afn:yhn ‘tache mol

Writing’s on the wall for RLS Day

Fans of Treasure
Island author
Stevenson urged
to celebrate his

life and work

Brian Ferguson
Arts Correspondent
IT WILL be Scotland’s answer
to Bloomsday, the date in June
when Dubliners take to the
streets to commemorate James
Joyee’s most famous novel
[yszes. Now fans of Robert
Louis Stevenson are being in-
vited to set aside their own day
to celebrate one of the coun-
itry’s best-known literary sons.
RLS Day, as it has been
dubbed, will take place on 13
Movember, Stevenson'’s birth-
day. Organisers of the event
are urging supporters to dress
up as their hero, complete
with velvet jacket a.nd mounsE
tache, tour landmarks associ-
ated with the writer and
attend readings of his work.
The initiative is part of a
drive to capitalise on Edin-
burgh's Unesco World City of
Literature status, which was
granted in 2004 but has come
under fire for failing to gener
ate ideas to attract visitors.
Among those taking part in
RLS Day are actors Nigel Flan-
er and John Sessions, both
self-confessed Stevenson fans,
who will be examining what
made the writer tick. The Scot-
tish National Portrait Gallery
will host a complete reading of
one of his best-known works,
Treasure Island, and an event
at the City Art Centre will be
showeasing his photographic
tours of the Pacific
Yesterday, Sessmns, the Ay
shire-born comic and actor,

SCOTLANDonSUN

said: “We all know about the
merriness of Dickens but there
was always something manic
about his jolliness. Stevenson
was different. Theres a
wholesomeness to Steven-
san's humour in all its mis-
chief and devilment. Dick-
ens was really a stranger wo
joy in the way that Ste-
venson, to my mind,
certainly wasn't”

On 13 November,
Stevenson quotes
will be scrawled on
the citys pave-
ments, a pop-up the-
atre will perform his
work and a fancy
dress “tache mob”

will be held. Other events will
look into Stevenson’s likely in-
spiration for The Strange Case
Of Dr Jekyll And Mr
Hyde, walking tours

that will take fans

around some of

his favourite

haunts and a

collection of

Stevenson memorabilia on
show at the Writers' Museum.,

Stevenson's former home at
Heriot Row in the New Town
- which is privately owned -
will be opened to the public
for a special event celebrating
how the writer duped large
sections of Edinburgh high
society in the late 19th century
by posing as a fictional writer
Mr Libbel.

RLS Day takes its inspira-

tion from Bloomsday, an anmi-
al event on 16 June which was
first staged in 1954, Dubliners
re-enact Joyee’s novel, which
charts the story of a day in
the life of Leopold Bloom.
The Edinburgh City of Lit-
erature Trust, which is or-
ganising the Edinburgh
event, hopes that its

event can become as much of
a fixture.

Stevenson'’s association with
Edinburgh - he was born in
the city in 1850 - was key to
the suceess of Edinburgh’s bid
towin City of Literature status.

Al Bowden, director of the
City of Literature Trust, said:
“We love Robert Louis Steven-
som in our City of Literature,
from his writing and the many
shenanigans he got up to in
his life to his marvellous
moustache and his penchant
fior velvet.

“RLE Day is our way of rais-
ing a glass to one of Edin-
burgh’s most famous sons and
keeping his spirit alive.

“Edinburgh keeps Robert
Louis Stevenson in its heart
and mind all year round: he's

remembered on plaques and
in bookshops; in St Giles' Ca-
thedral and in Princes Street
Gardens, reading lists and cin-
ema screens. But it's lovely to
have an excuse to throw a
party in his honour®
Edinburgh Mapier Universi-
ty, which has a vast Stevenson
archive, is also supporting RLS

Day, by hosting the event with
Sessions and Planer.

Linda Dryden, director of
the university’s centre for Iit-
erature and writing, said:
“This is going to be a chance
for the whole city to celebrate
its most famous writer through
theatre, book readings, literary
chat and physical expressions
of the spirit of the author of
Jekyll And Hyde and Treasure
Island.

“During the day our acting
students will be popping up
around the city with vignettes
from Jekyill And Hyde and
Treazure Island, and handing
out postcards and badges to
celebrate Stevenson. We really
hope that as many people as
possible will join in the fun
and help us to bring Stevenson
back to the literary promi-
nenee that he so deserves”

Edinburgh Napier University
has made extensive efforts to
bring together Stevenson col
lections from around the world
to ereate an online database,
www. robert:- louis-stevenson.org,
Its archive includes family por-
traits of the writer, photo-
graphs taken during his trav-
els, poetry extracts, children’s
‘books and his travel writing.

Stevenson was born in a
small stone house at Howard
Place in Edinburgh in 1850,
the only son of a prosperous
civil engineer, Thomas Stever-
som, who was joint-engineer 1o
the Board of Northern Light-
houses. The young Stevenson
was expected to follow in the
family business and he en-
rolled on an engineering de-
gree course at Edinburgh Uni-
versity in 1867. He later
switched to law, but after one
case he decided to become a
writer.

In 1894, Stevenson, who had
been plagued by ill health
since childhood, died from a
haemorrhage in Samoa, where
he had moved with his wife
Fanny. He was 44.

W biergisondscotlandonsunday.com
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Hopes that special event will boost literary
tourism in city

B RORY REYNOLDS
City Council Reporter

AS Edinburgh’s greatest now-
elist he is already celebrated
across the globe for his literary
masteTpieces.

Now the city is 1o celebrate
one of its most famous sons
with an annual Robert Louis
Stevenson Day later this year to
recognise the achievements of
the Treasure Island author.

And it is hoped the celebra-
tion will follow the success of

Bloomsday, the Dublin event
held 1o colebrate the work of
James Joyee, and boost literary
wurism i the city.

The City of Literature Trust
plans to designate November
13 - Stevenson's binthday — as
Robert Louis Stevenson Day,
although this year events will
be held on November 17 as it
is the elnsest Samurday. A range
of events held across the city,
from high-profile speakers and
the chalking of quotations from
his works on pavements, to a
“flashmob™ and a continuous

public reading of Strange Case
of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.
Thestrical performances will
also take place in the ity eentre
tobring the works to life.
gt Nopier Universty
vorld City
of Literature Trust are organ-
ising the day-long
festival  following
a oneoff event
year and lan
Rankin has been
behind the bid to
ensure it is held
every year.
The Rebus author
also suggested pro-
jecting  quotations
onto public build-
ings at night and
organising  literary
tours of locations
that played a part in
the Kidnapped and
Jekyll and Hyde author's life.

Stevenson is one of Ednburgh’s
most treasured sons and the

creation of RLS Day would be

a fitting tribute to his life, work
and legacy. We assisted with 3
number of special events held
acruss the city last November,
all of which generated sig-
nificant interest, so dearly the
public shares our enthusissm.
Of course, we already pay trib-
we w him yesr mund with
the iy fmcnmting Siever
son archive on display in the
Writers' Museum.”

In Jume a rare colleetion
of Stevenson-related mater-
als, including fisst editions
and hand-written letters, was

dansted o Ediburgh Nagier
University e NaGon:

It is planned that the mate
rial, totalling 2000 books, will
eventually be made available to
the public, and it is anticipated
that this will support the devel-
opment of the Robert Louis
Stevenson Day.

Professor  Linds  Dryden,
director of the Centre for Lit
erature and Writing at Edin-

burgh  Napier  University,
said there is expected o be
intemational interest in the cel-
ebration of Stevenson, who she
said has had & comparatively
low profile compared. w other
respected suthors.

She said: A perennially

his works but Stevenson him-
self has never really beem ool
chrated in any significant way
us the son of Edinburgh. We
want to bring together penple
who are interested in Steven-
son and we anticipate there will
‘be intermational misrest”
Edinburgh City Council was
expected 10 formally approve
the proposal tndsy. It has
already awarded £33,000 in
quclm[,' to the Gity of Litera-

m}qﬂ!&@aﬂnm@mfm
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PUBLICITY: Quotations from Stevenson's works will be written in chalk on pavements
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Get your moustaches ready to honour
one of Edinburgh’s most famous sons

Nick Drainey

Hobert Louis Stevenson i to be han-
vured with aday of celebration in Edin-
burgh inspired by the extrvagarea of
Bloomsday in Dublin  ceebrating

RLS Duay will inchade readings and
tributes on the author’s birthday, Now
embn‘L_-elaanmm;(
uadchmdhn-odlodre-;;e:n
Sthcentury style including the
authoe’s trademark moustache.

The celcbrations across Edinburgh
will hope 10 echo those in Dublin on
June 15 when the writer James Joyce s
honoured with readings and partion.

Edinburgh has been encouraged to
promote the work of one of its most
famous sons by its position as a Unesco
World Cay of Literature.

T}rm-ulhoi wp theatre and
walking tours, and the author's former
home on Heriot Row will be opened 1o
the

i Bowden, diroctor of the City of
Lierature Trus, which is or ng
the event, said “We love Robert Lous

Robert Louis Stevenson was bomn in
1550 ini Edinburgh, and he had been
to follow the example of

his father, who worked for Board of
Morthern Lighthouses, and become an
engineer. Whilzat Edinburgh Univers-

changed his mind and decided to
become awriter.

He dicd in 1898 in Samoa but his
rame s still prominent thanks to
works including Treasure Islond. Kid-

wmwmmo(m
Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

One of the jor contributors to
RISDy -ﬂbc?Z'Mh Napier Uni-

vensity, which holds a large archive of
the authoe’s work. Linda Dryden, direc
mtdlhrmnrfuy:crmn(of&m
ture and writing, said: “This is going to
be a chance for the whole city to cole

brate its most famous writer.
“We really hope that as many people
as possible will join in the fun and help

us to being Stevenson back to the tes
ary prominence that he so deserven”

Stevenson in cur City of Literature,
from hisw riting and the many shenani-
gans he got up to in his life to his mar
vellous moustache and his penchant
forvelvet.
'Rlbl)nuuur-ndrm a

to one of Edinburgh's mﬂm
sons and kecping his spinit alve. Edin-
bu gh keeps Robert Lovs Steverson in

rt and mind all year round: he's
mn—dm and in book-
shope in St Giles” al and in

Princes Street Gardens, reading fats
and cinema screens. Bot @'s lovely to
have an excuse to throw 3 party.”
John Semions, the Aynhirebomn
comic and actor, said that be would
attend the celcbrations. “We all know
sbout the merriness of Dickens but
there was always something manic
about hs, Stevenson was differ-
ent. There's aw holesomeness to Steven-

won's humoor in all 23 mschicf and dov-
dment. Dickens was really a stranger to
iov in the wav that Steverson, to mv
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ACTING
students
from
Edinburgh’s
Napier
Universit
took to the
high streets
yesterday
to help
ublicise RLS
ay next
Tuesday,
celebrating
the life of
author
Robert Louis
Stevenson.

PIRATES yesterday seized inspired shenanigans will pop up and moustaches. Pictured at the
Edinburgh ahead of Robert Louis across the city to celebrate the Portuguese cannon on Calton Hill
Stevenson Day, held on November 13 creator of Treasure Island. are Patrick Millar, Patrick Wallace
to mark the writer’s birthday. Eventsinclude a Stevenson and Lewis Brewer.

A series of events and Stevenson- “flashmob™ with fans wearing velvet ~ Picture: Steve Cox
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Nowhere to Hyde
on s RLS Day

enter his former Edinburgh home at 17 Heriot Row. With a
cup of tea and a cream tan discover his alter ego, the duplici-
wous John Libbel
RISDay is a joine initiative besween the City of Literature
Trust and Edinburgh Napier University. Professor Linda
n, Director at the Centre for Literature and Writing
(CLAW), Edinburgh Napier University said it was importans
for the Gty to recognise the work of one it’s literary greas,
and promised that studenss would help bring hiswork o Lfe.
“Edinburgh Napier University is delighted w0 be collaborat-
ing with the City of Literawure on RLSDay,” she said.
!i)uring the day our actng swudents will be popping up
around the city with vignettes from Jekyll and Hyde and
Treasure Istand and ing out badges o celebrate Steven-
son. Our celebrity ers will also be dr%)ping in to give
guest readings of Treasure Island at the Nasonal Porrait

“This is goang to be a chance for the whole city to celebrase
its MOost Amous writer.”

There will also be a rare oppornity to enjoy Rober Louis
Stevenson’s personal holiday snaps and musings from 1888
when he wured Polynesia and Micronesia at Ill-Charved and
Unlighted Seas: Roben

{_;rus Ste\'inso;;s Pagl]ié
oeography, being
in !hg!t:l;‘ :a;\s Genl?uv,

And in a finale
o RISDnyms and
writers Nigel Planer and
John Sessions discuss
their lifelong fascina-
tion with the man, from
moustaches ©0 memoirs,
tall ales to world wavel

Sessions, who is sull
lxsxs:nawn hﬁ hsis work
on shows b ittillg
Image and Stella FS“:;IQI:
said it was the humour
that made Stevenson
stand out for him.

“We all know abour
the meminess of Dick-
ens bux there was always
something manic about

livening

CWS sl

his jolliness,” he said.

“Those parses where
every one of his brood woulkd have o join in - or else. There’s
a wholesomeness o Stevenson’s humour in all its mischies
and devilment. Dickens was really a seranger w joy in the
w?v thas Stevenson 10 my mind cerainly wasn'e.”

0 add o the birthday fun, Stevenson’s writings will line
the sweets and everyone is being encouraged to share their
favourite RLS facts on Facebook and Twitter # RLSDay.

Al Bowden, City of Literature Director said they were
hoping the city would join together in a party o honour
Stevenson.

“For the second year in a row, we're delighted to be work-
i[éﬁ with our friends at Edinburgh Napeer and others w0
celebrate Robert Louis Stevenson. Edinburgh keeps Robere
Louis Stevenson in their heans and minds all year round:
he’s remembered on plagues and bookshops; m St Giles’
Cathedral and in Princes Street Gardens, reading lisss and
cinema screens. But it’s kovely to have an excuse to throw a
party in his honour.”

To find out full desails of the events visit: www.cityoflitera-
HUre.Cony news



Now celebrated in the city of his birth,
Robert Louis Stevenson was once
a public nuisance onits streets...

by Jeremy Hodges

T began with the ringing of door-
bells late at n after
respactable Gitizons had gone to
bed. As heads in nightcaps emerged
at Upstaire Windows, e youna
men swayad tipsily in the gaslight,

peinting solemnly to a brass plate by tha

bell-pull inscribed: Ple: gb
Tnen the par ran oft into e Eiburgn ignt
gz thew ictims rage ilcish pranksters.

Never did they suspect B’\e ‘them would pen

immortal clasdics such s Treasurs siand and

Kidnapped. and imprint the phrase Jekyll and

e’ on ha world's consciouaness.
et the New Town doorbelringers in the ea
16705 were Fiobert LS Sievendon and!

peenng — ke Lours raimar nomas, tuider of
ighthodses, who had an office In George Strect

r they might go into ths church, wi
firm grip on Edinburgh, its balis naing \nud\m
call the faithiul to worship. For 1
i, o chrch o Gancs wodk sofis, o0
long as they did not flaunt their religious doubts.

EX was condonsd as a necessary avil
Young people would be introduced =t
dinnes parhas crgant ‘their parents
and & sulable mamage arsnged. But
o know

gar
Pty svphms it o K
at Loutz couid sence the ciy he oved was siso
siddledt with PyPociiny | seemed Impossbi 1 ba
\eat About 'y our 12sings — &8 hio Gousin Bob
ubse ed, it was as if your real lile
was in & hidden compartment

siy ~ where he found
umeangmau aught or intellectual
studants bent on exams

o e | want much
the nei
Bours in the midaie 61 he night
in the way back to Edinburgh,
Bab had i change rain and had
no money for the warn
25 he ran inio town and paw
spare pair of trousers undsr a psau-

‘cap artist cousin Bob. Decadss later after Stev
Son rose to worldwid fame, Ecinburgh wamanau
him as a fvourtts son - S0 Sl wi

o Lo, . voryons faled i -

n
hnme o

s
dress in & frayed Bohemian veivel facket wih &
near.black ahirt and s tie apparently fashioned

from brightly-coloured carpet. Or

ture incognita into i orer paris 9F ihe oy

drassed i ith a bundia of bones ovar his
)

of his class were meant 10 join a
profession, such as medicine or the law, or sngi-

domym, teling the pawrbroker he
2 by il e s

2= John -
N aara Taiae he Tamous author
would reveal: 't seemed to us,

slinking sort of name. We thought
hatalfof s shoud uss a8 3 nsma
ance germi-
B =1 Iha et
i Louis and Hop and all heir
frieqds went sround pen

Ulohn Libbel, no, not one'

cousins now

bagan breathing Iife into

their craation:

some type for marking
et hanckerchils one

Edinburgh at a great r
fimes wih- ma-‘usmm addmuns

a
fives ¢
clark

Writer claims
syphilis killed
Stevenson

A NEW biography of Robert
Louss Stevenn clims st
the writer die
after catching n’;hlf}s fmn
n Eiaburgh prostiute

comvineen the ﬁ'easare
Island author was killed by
the disease in 1894 rather

extracts from his mother's
diary, lay bare Stevensons

In a letter_marked
“private"from Stevenson
o good fiend Chucles
Baxter,

bomnad: The ‘fort
has just told me that |
succeeced af playng

have
the devil with myself to &
singular degs

“Fhat walk down Queen
Street has made a fine
sore of my burning and here
Tam”

THE s28TIMES

Were Jekyll and Hyde
author’s brothel and
drinking den days to
blame for early death?

Nick Drainey

As a student. Robert Louis Stevenson
was fond of the huge variety of ex peri-
ences his home city of Edinburgh had
o offer. But a new biography “dlaims
gae of those experiences could have

Mr Hodpes' by wraph\' Imp."L
icious ﬂ:\a. en pub- '

'II\LII as a serial on 3 wrbﬂtc
run by Edinburgh Napier
University, which holds a
1arﬂt archive of the author's

Killed him. Thewriter, who had been

Rather than the hallowed halls of the
Universi

ity of Edinburgh, it appears the fa
author of The Strange Case of Doctor an
Jekyll and Mr Hyde was partial to the the
brathels and drinking dens
land'scapital in th
wisits to the houses o

s Itwasduring o

of Seot- Northen

expected to follow his
er and becomse

aineer  for
oard _ of
n Light-

ses,
ill repute that he 1o law be

contracted  syphilis, according 1o ciding
Jeremy Hodges, who has completed a wanted
bnv’raph\'uthcaud‘\orb‘.mr celebra- writer. A
tions to mark the 162nd anniversary of works

his birth tomearrow. 1o this ¢
Hesaid “It seems Louis lived halfhis — Jowed, ©
life in the knowledpe that a moment of Kidnapp
youthful folly had curtailed his life ex- Treasure
ancy. To absorb the incurable He die
seeds of destruction, all that was re- Samoaw
quiredwas a little too muchto drink in torians |
an Edinburgh public house. an ardent  mise do
temperament, and a brief encounter. tionof T

“Exactly where and when it hap-

ed & uncertain, but it would '-..nm
some unblushing daughter of Venus
did Louis 3 Iasml, injury one Novem-
bcrn¢ht|ri;z‘s 2 around the time of his

Hodges | LiRames |
s
SO FefEreu w Wik cuum e e
tln.rlo bis friend Charles
e doctor has just
told me that | h.z\c succn.\dn.d in play-
ing the devil with myself to a singular
|k.p,rac

A second letter read: “Ify cu want to
se2 a ruin, come to me. Seriously, old
man. I'm limed and my lockout far life
is a rttt\' bad one.”

mother recorded in her diry

lhaL "Lou has burnt his leg with adine
and can only 2o to cass in a cab.” Mr
Hodges said this could havebeen an -

treme measure to get rid of lesions.
As the author travelled the globe he
revedled symptoms including hair loss
ata Swiss health resort in1882 and tem-
wrary bluuncss two years later. Mr
dpessaid: “Hair loss could be the fall-
cut from wphll\\ Also hlu\-Jnmsﬁ not
normally a side-effect of tuberculosis,
but Louis would have known it could
be & complication af syphilis”
Thewriter'sill health was ignored by
rs because of the morals of the day,
according w Mr E {odges Hesait “Sei-
ually ir: disease was unmen-
tionable inVictorian times and people
had avery sentimental view of Steven-

Fﬁ'\lh:\ﬂor Linda Dryden. director of
Edinburgh Napier Ui
for lterature and writi

\]auns n Mr Hodges book were

ble. At night hewas carousing in the

High Street, which was 2 bit of 2
den of iniquity at the time”

RLS Day tomorraw will

include readings and trib-
utes in B inbumh aswell
mpl Lo per-

suade rans of his work
o dress upin 19th-cen-
tury style, including
2 author's trade-
mark moustache.
Lamplit, Vicious
Fairy Land byJere-
my Hodges can be
downloaded at
www.robert-louis-
SEvenson.org

The deadly double

life of a literary

New biography
reveals author’s S
may @ e 2 Wlail
have killed him

debauchery

By Marc Home

HE gained tmmartality penning the

ren’s classic Tressure kland
Bt Robert Liuis Stevenson’s lfe
at sy

urh,

The writers untimely demise at
theage of 41 has been widdy attrin
uted bo toberculnss and e debili-
kating effecks of ‘oversork.

Bui mors thana century after his
death, a candid new hingraniby ha
revealed that Stevenson’s dl-ticalth
wasmest likely the result ofa youth-
fual dadliance with a hrothed gt

The wars and ail portrait s hows
that |tk Dr Jekyl, helived 2 dmoble

‘He pla'iul fast ad
loose In dens of inkquity’

Lous, contmcied the discase whik:
at Edinturgh University, where he
spent moee tme insqualid bordelins
and llictt drinking dens than in
Hhraries and lectun

Speaking a5 Napier L,-u\m-m,
repures to host ifs anmmal Robert
omis Stevenson my cedmhra Homs
on Tuesday, Mr Hodges said: It

sewm s Lowis Ived halfhis lifein the
knowledge that amoment of -
ful folly had curtailed his life
ahsorh the moarahls

s of destr L
required was a HtHe oo m
drik, an ardent temperament and 3
rief Enommter

‘Exactly where and when it haj
pened i mncert tain, mu it wor £l
fieem some 5
Venus did Louks a mLma imjury
aneNovenber pight in 572, arund
the tme of his 2 birth day
Strvemondroppad s trung hints of

an infection in a letter bo his cose
friend Char! Ic‘: Baxter He wrote:

e doctor that 1
have st o plaping the devil
with myscif toa sikgular degree.

“That walk down from (ueen
Sirect has madc & fing scre of my
burmng and here

Diys later, e wrete in & farther
misstve: I you want to se= a main
cmme to me Sedouly, ald man, I'm

limed and my lokout for life is @
prefty had m= [ don't Sk m;
my e chance, mcluunxlmna
regular skinfal,and | fancy the doc-
1o thirs 0 toe
Stevensom spent that Ohristmas
alone in Bridge of Allan, Stirling-
shire. This may have been became

yrrRsed his parents’ guests The
condifion appeared towamen as he

an

trawe led to Europe, the US and the
South Sassinabid o find & recapes-

my face lodk stmnge?’, before -

1y

.l}_g-ﬁodaﬁ‘bwma he may have
suffered from tuberculoss, hut
claims it 4id not cse his death. He

st ‘Hie died of a strvike rather than
TH. A stroke was one of mn comse.
qoences of late-si

ot ot Linda Dipdim, who mas.
e the aiCal S eson Wi,
‘was intrigued, s,
played fast and loosein dens of inig-
iy whenhe wa oo stdent’
Jemamy Hocdges 2 =
[ e e ——

THE SUNDAY TIMES
Sex marked the
spot for Stevenson

Biography claims the author's
pursuit of pleasure caused his
early death, writes Marc Horne

HE WAS the charming, dapper
and respectable Scots auchar
whogatned tmmorahiny by pen-
ming the svergresn children's
classic Trezsure Island.

_ However, 1t has emerged
t Robert Louls Stevenson's
mzy have been cut shor by
h he pickad up
while fraqueniing L'leﬂes]'poﬁ
of his native EJiml

The writer's un mely
Jemise ar the age of 44 has been
widely anmributed o mberco-
Josts and the debilraring
effers of “overwork®.

Mprethan a century afier his
new | ogrs:[-rr clatms

with 2 disease-ridden b'u(bel
girl. Jeremy Hodges' porrays]
of the Kidrepped zuthor shows
thar, like his enduring crea-
on, D Jekyll, he ltved a double
fillad with dark sacrecs.

The blographer {5 convinead
hat Swevenson, wha referred to
himself by his middle nam
conmractad the condision wh
ar Edinburgh Unive
wheTe he spent more Tme
berdellos and 1llictt drinking
shebeans than tn lacrure halls.

Speaking =s Napler Untver-
siry prepares 1o host 115 anmial
Eobert Louls Stevenson Day
celebrartons on Tuesday, he
sald: “It seems Lomts vad half

his [3t= 10 the know ledge tara
outhful had

Y.
'Ta absorb the lncm_hle
seads of destr all

was required w: aln u'le wa
much w drink inzn Edln'burg]‘
public house, anarden remper-
=ment, and a brief encounrer.”

He added: “Exactly where
andwhen it up:lme.l Ismncer-
win, but 1t would seem some
u:ﬂnlsh ng daughter of Venus
2 lasting Injury one
v e:nbe. mighe in 16z around
the time of his 2nd Mmhday

swelling om an inKmare part
and, alome in his bedroom, ha

T this was the

mary sore of the great
p—‘l‘u writer hinrad sthsplg_xec
o0 in 3 lemer marked “privae”,
sent 1o hus close friend Charles
Baxter. Ha wroe: “The doctor
‘hass us eold me thar [ have sue-
kxying the devilwich
myself o a singular degree.
That walk down from Queen
Srreer has made 3 fine sore of

my burning and here T am.”

Iater he sent a f

e

precy bad one.”

In her dtary tar Dacember 4,
his mother nowed: “Lou
burne his leg with todine
cznondy gotocdassina c
Hodges belleves this was 2
drastic amempe o remove his
lesions. Soon afterwards be left
Edimburgh 1w spend Chrisumas
with 2 cousin in Perthshire,
which be regards as an effon

lde the sores from his parents.
The crs of the condicion
appeared woworsen 3= he mav-
ellad round che world wo find 2
restorative cimare.

While comvalsscing in 3
Swiiss health resor in 1262 b
noted, with some alarm, t

his hair had stared wo 211 our,
while two years later he had
temparaty blind

noted: “There

sible canses but hatr loss could
be par o[r.be lomg-term Ezllour

i, Alsp blimdness 15
not narmalh a side-affect of
tuberculosts, bur Louts would
‘have known 1 could be 2 com-
pcacion of syphilis.”

Hodges clatms scholars drew
vell over the canse o
author's 11l health. He sad: “Sex-
ually mansmimed disease was
unmentonable in Victorian
times and people had avery sen-
imenual view of Stevenson.”

Professor Linds Dryden, who
‘manzges the offirz] Stevanson

webslte, was INTifued by the
theory. She said: *He cermmnly
p]a\ed fas and looss down
in dens of iniguity when he

was asmdane”
Dounload Lamplir, Wicious
Fairy Land by Eremy Hodges @

roberT-lmis-grensmLag




the life of Robert
Louis Stevenson,
Linda Dryden
toasts the author’s
sense of mischiel
and love of life
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mrach mire.

RLS Dy aims i change all thar.
A collaboruson betweemn the Cany
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Il A NEW CHAPTER IN WRITER’S LEGACY

ROBERT Lowis Stewanson Day D}Hl_fm:r] iz baing markad
tomorrow with & wida rangs

it willl all start with a Tacha mob at Ypm in Durhamﬂrlt
Squars, whan peopls ars invited to don a moustacha and
wvalvat jacket and create a cacophony for Stavenson by
raading thair favourita of his wrts. Theara will also bs a
chancs to anjoy Robart Louis 58 vanson's parsonal holiday
m: s from 1288, whan he toured Polynesia and Micronasia

Chartad and uhllghhd Saas: Robart Louis S&venson's

Ilacrﬁl: Photography, to b hald in the City Arts Cantra.

Stovenson's writings will also line the streats and
avaryons is ancouraged to share thair favourite RLS facts
on Facabook and Teittar BRLS Day .

dowm i was om e ishand of Samoa,
with kis wife and soendsd tim-

he=ml again

In Ty precipiois cry bemen
hells

Winnow the ke=n sea wind. And
herealr,

[N on Ty own race and place,
I'wrme"

Swyermon's  “precipires  cn”
will noc forges hum -:urh.u' on the
annivensry of his binhday o
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The undisputed master of the adventure yarn, Robert Louis
Stevenson's great literary achievements will be marked on a special
day of celebration in his home city of Edinburgh tomorrow. Here,

actors and writers Nigel Planer and John Sessions reveal

why they think he is so special

OMORROW is the birthday of
Robert Louss Stevenson, and the
occasion will be marked with the
hosting of RLSDay in the famous
author's home city of Edinburgh. Stevenson-
inspired events will be taking place acrass the
city, from exhibitions and talks to chalking and
flash mobs, to celebrate the kife and writings of
the man of letters who brought us dassic texts
such as Treasure Island, Kidnapped and The
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, among
many others.
Inspired by Dublin's Bloomsday, where James
Joyee's Lﬂvs;ﬁ %cannl_\gﬂnoralcd Il;;:n annual
image, a rousi nni
pinl a‘Tache moby At Ipm in liglumcm 22
e fans are invited to don a Stevenson-
st\ le moustache and velvet jacket and create
a uct)phon for Stevenson by reading their
favourite of his works - essays, novels, poetry, o
stories.

The Velvereen Cad and other tales of Robert
Louis Stevenson's youth will delve into
Robert Louis Stevenson's time & the University
of Edinb while Louis, Libbelism and the
Land of Bohemia offers the rare opportunity to
enter his former Edinburgh home at 7 Heriot
Row. And for the finale, actors and writers Nigel
Planer and John Sessions discuss their lifelong
fascination with the man, from moustaches to
memoirs, tall tales to world travel, at the Resd
Concert Hall They will also give readings
of Treasure Island at the National Portrait
Gallery.

Here, the two guests of honour pay tribute
to Stevenson in appreciations written for The

Scotsman.
@ For further details of RISDay log on to www.
cityofliteraturecom

exciting accounts of their journeys - or had

them ghost-written for them. Cooke, Bligh,
Dampier and the rest, were men who had reasons
to travel other than ing a book. For them
publication was an often hacrative afterthought.

SM[D}G and explorers have always written

- e

More recently though, travel-writing has become aspects of the writings of Rabert Louis

agenre in tsel the book becoming the reason

forthejoumcy rather than a smpl recordof .
Now: 1yS We X o to bea met;

for amore pamgjmgu‘l’rn thuhfmua

is undergoing This new way of writing about travel

owes its existence, as far as [ can see, to obtﬂlpuns

Stevenson. Paul Theroux, Michael Jacobs, Eric New

have all trodden the path that Stevenson pion

l.,l‘l‘:’?:‘““”“‘”;,‘?.,“ﬁ“:ﬁ;‘m““’“"‘ RLS is more thanjust a
the adventures of his swashbuckling

s e [0[licking yam spinner’

ved There was the smugling
of an exotic princess behind enemy lines; there were
years of long sea voyages, tropical islands where he BY NGELLANER
was the guest of tree kings.
There: wggc daxw-l\w mines,
cowboys, crooks, bohemians,
cannibals and of course his on-
off love affar with Mo&sunc
the stubbornest of donkt
Throughout all of lhssS(nu’lsoﬂ
kept writing, commenting
on what he saw, on what he
found out from his searching
conversations with all he met,
and most interestingly for us,
what effect it was having on him.
In this re he is the most
modemn of writers

There is a scene when he
first sigghits band at Atuona

spinner, and it is these aspects thaf | lbd.m:
are important in the current reassessment

of him as a great figure of nincteenth
century literature.

essfully to. rummre zu
lhtﬁ(nmsh Highlands

some 30 or 5o half- naked tribal people swim up
to and board his boat, invading the cabin where
hest to write. In this sequence Stevenson
mcn\(m describes the delight of on of the
women as she makes a squeaky noise on the leather
bench seat with her bare bum under her i‘m skirt.
He and all of the tribal peopie laugh, but, he tells
us, he was careful to hang on to his gun & these
people were well known to be cannibals and thesr
behaviour unpredictable. Hxsghuuss of touch in
this is admirable, and his rcspm
fior the customs and mores of other rac
always, exemplary. In fact, in his bml
\mateur Emigrant, about his train
1y across the centre of America, he
ribes with passionate indignation the
ld)fcclxﬂmlnlﬂbv the immigrant
edinto an acﬁo‘mgu
ml lunh at some length zbout
‘was cut from the book
s m(cﬂmng her and his edstor,
oy Colvin, the book only appearing in
11 form after Stevenson's &lh
is these somewhat undiscovered
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How Robert Louis Stevenson
made his mark on Edinburgh

By Rebecca Gordon 12 November 2012 06:30 GMT

WTweet (15| +1 0 0 | KLk 11

remembarad in the city.

“There are no stars so lovely as
Edinburgh street-lamps. When I
forget thee, auld Reekie, may my
right hand forget its cunning!”

added Ms Bowden. “Stevensan
g90d 3t expressing that d

Edinburgh had a special place in the
‘heart of Robert Louis Stevenson. And
so too does he in the heart of its
dwellers.

As the capital prepares to celebrate

one of its most famous literary sons,

enthusiasts and strangers to his work alike will have the opportunity to castan
eye over his impressive bibliography.

Ranging from tales of piracy and treasure to psychopathic monsters, his
literature is renowned for its sense of adventure and excitement.

But while his novels and short stories traverse the globe and realms of reality,
‘his inextricable links with ‘Auld Reekie’ are ingrained in his world-famous texts.

Ali Bowden, director of Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature Trust, said: “I

think the reason Stevenson still appeals to us is not just because he wrote great
books - everyone has read or seen a version of Treasure Island at least — but his
life was so colourful and interesting. And he wrote about his life in Edinburgh.”

Born in Edinburgh in 1850, Stevenson was raised in a house on Heriot Row,
visiting the city on and off until the age of 2g, when he left Scotland and Europe
forever.

h the house I th

interest in Stevenson visiting the bed and

2 good thing, you'd be sl nat ta explait it

e o

Lbemon.  Danderned
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1@ University of Edinburgh, he went ta schoal in Cananmills and,
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Welcome to the Whezehssl sketch quiz
Edirkurgh, all you have to do iz :
receive points on the leaderboard, 3 for 1lst, 2 for 2rd ard 1 for 3rd. Good luck!
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See here

Every Morday the DailySketch becomes a mystery tour of

11 me where | am. Be in the three correct answers to

WhereArtI #037

Hello and welcome to the weekly Whereirel quiz. A1l you have ¢

landmark I have sketched above, the

- BOYIiNG Point by Frank Boyle

PLUS Thi= week I have a bonus point up for grabs for anyome whe
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Mornday of each month.
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New honour is
planned in city
of writer's birth

BRIAN FERGUSON
ARTS CORRESPONDENT

ONE of Scotlands best-known
writers is to be immornalised
with a new statue — portraying
himasa child

Well over a cenbury after his
death, a public statue of Robert
Louis Stevenson is being areated
to honour his connedtions to
Edinburgh, the dty of his birth.

A bronze statue of the writer
- who famously denounced
public memorials o writers —
depicting him as a youngster
will be installed outside the
parish church where his grand-
father used to be the minister.

The young Stevenson used
to make regular trips to the
village of Colinton, in the west
of the dty, while Dr Lewis
Balfour preached there.

Mow the statue which is
being designed by Midlothi-
an sculptor Allan Hemiot, is
plany as the focal point of an
art trail through the historic vil-
lage. It will ict an aspiring
writer with a notebook on his

watched by a local

Ja.P"\.Il hiougsh blecﬂ: mdﬂ%ncm
memonials to Stevenson - in-
cluding at his former home at
Heriot Row and inside St Giles'
Cathedral - there are only two
modest statues inside the Writ-
ers’ Museum, off the Royal Mile,
where a vast collection of mate-
rial linked to the writer is held

The image of the proposed
statue has been revealed ahead
of the first ever dity-wide cel-
ehrations to mark the writer's
birthday today.

A newr avhibition slen hemine

Dally?é

B s
SCOITSMAN
Bronze statue to capture

RLS in childhood

accompanied by a donkey.

The £150,000 ject in Col-
inton, which has been approved
in principle by Edinburgh City
Coundil, will also see a m T
of pancls of Stevenson poctry
erected in the public garden
outside the church - indud-
ing The Summer Sun, The Gar-
demer, Looking Glass River and
The Swing — and on a walking
trail through the village. Or-
namental steel milings  will
also feature a timeline depict-
ing other notable occasions in
Colinton's history.

Roy Durie, a member of Col-
inton Comscrvation Trust, which *
iz behind the proposed statue,
sid “We've been rying to get
these plans off the ground for

project now has  permission
from the council and we're now

to get under way
several years now, but the whaole I"IE:I[ S ml:-_'r.
Koy [myrar

eomber, BS lering bohind b
wots, inchuding Treaswre Islamd
The Sremgr Cawr of D by ¥ ond
M| fyede and W idnapped

The Felimbaarh Uity off Litrea-
bure Trad B siagsiegr 8 npacial KIS
Dlary' ol s pust ool & cofraunign.
i both rmse msarenes of hin
woic i welll s prosnste ey
Immrvam in the capital

"The project is due

working up the designs for the
statue with the artist.

“Thee first part of the project is
due o get under way next sum-
mer and the big priority i to
get the statue in place as soon
as possible. There are quite a
few tribates around Fdinburgh
to Stevenson, but this is achually
the first statue of him that any-
one will be able to visit”

Stevenson was bom in 1850
at Howard Place, Edinburgh, son
of lighthouse engineser Thoma:
Stevenson, and his wife, Marga
n:l Thc l'amlly later lived at He

}Ilsrl'nld.houdwaspl.agu.odbg
illness which left him frail and
thin. He studied enginesring al
Felirhoroh Tiniversity, but his
He eventually
n Upohy, ont

lands. Hee diet
d 44 on 3 De

Record
Stevenson statue

A statue of author Robert
Louis Stevenson as a child is

to be put up outside Colinton
parish church in Edinburgh,
where his grandad Dr Lewis

Balfour was once a minister.

Ifthe streets were looking a little hairier to you than wsual yesterday it
might be down to a rather special birthday celebration in the city.

Tha undisputed master of adventure, whao has filed our heads with staries of pirates
and treasure on the seven seas, has been honoured by fans in the best way thay
Inaw haw.

In tribute ta Bobert Louis Stevensan, Fretary lovars donned Stevenson-style
moustaches and vehet jackets for a flash mabreading event of the staryteller’s
&essays, novels, postry, and tales.

Bormn in Edinburgh in 1850, Stevenson was raised I 2 house an Hariot Row, visiting
the ety on and off untl the age of 20, when he left Scotland and Enrope forever.

His fandness for hishome city would remain very much 2 part of the authar's K
though, 25 he once wrote: “Thera 2re na stars sa ovaly 2s Edinburgh stret-lamps.
Whan I forget thes, auld Reclde, may my right hand forget its cunning!™

And Bdinburgh has shawn it's affection for its Frerary son too as they marked yesterday,

s official birthday, by halding the first ever Robert Louis Stevenson Day’.

The day was modelled an 2 similar annual event held in Duohlin, called Bloomsday,
~wivich has taken plcs evary Jone o8 sinee 1934 n celebration of Jamas Joyee's mas
famousnovel, Theses.

Like Ulysses, Stevensan’s wark are filled with pages of adventure, ranging from tales of
piracy and treasure to pavchapathic mansters.

But whils his novelsand short stories traverss the glabe and realms of reakity, his
nextricatls Enks with “Anld Beclds” are ngrained m his warld-famous texts.

AT Bovwden, directar of Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature Trost, said: “Hehad 2
Tove-hate relationship with the sity. Stevensan veas realy hones, he didn't glas ver &,
e was really good at expressing that dark and Hght tde of it.

"I you ke in Edimburgh you totally get #t, there are bits of #t that reallv annoy usall #'s
wald, #t's dark. Stevenson Fved in the Xew Town but spent his Bfe hanging out in the
01 Tawn. He wasn't snoaty, he was hanging out with everyans and anyone. He wasa
really interesting Edinburgher”

s@ edinburgh

Taches hit the streets for
Robert Louis Stevenson Day

By Laura Piper 14 November 2012 09:23 GMT

WTweet <6 +1/ 0 EiLike

Watch here

Parliament Square yesterday as part of birthday celebrations
for the author. Fans donned moustaches and velvet jackets
—one of a number of RLS Day events in the capital

l;vening

News Bt

Stevenson
Day? Yes, we
must tache

YOU'VE heard of a flash
mob - now welcome the
tache mob.

About 40 people
gathered in Parliament
Square yesterday,
resplendent in (mostly)
fake moustaches and
reading from their
favourite Robert Louis
Stevenson book.

The event was part of
Edinburgh’s first official
Robert Louis Stevenson
Day, celebrating the
Edinburgh-born author on
what would have been his
162nd birthday.

Professor Linda Dryden,
co-founder of RLS Day,
said: “It was fantastic fun.”


http://local.stv.tv/edinburgh/going-out/articles/200483-taches-hit-the-streets-for-robert-louis-stevenson-day/
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- Ficture of the day Robert Louis Stevenson: a life in pictures

Serie

n

Robert Louis Stevenson - picture of the day
A photographic highlight selected by the picture desk. Robert Louis Stevenson day is celebrated teday on the 162nd
anniversary of the writer's birth. Here is a portrait of the frail-looking writer surrounded by members of his household

0

after he settled in Samoa, where he died, aged 44. For more pictures of the writer's life, see our gallery

Ranjit Dhaliwal

guardian.co.uk, Tuesday 13 November 2012 16.35 GMT
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More guwrwe

Saxz corfort N Sarbugh on Noverber "1 350 Though hesthy ot b, he zoon
The Scoftish writer sits on the verandah of his home in Vailima, Sameca. He settled on the island in L L e e
1890 and lived there until his death at the age of 44 after suffering from ill health for most of his I share |- 8
life.
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(. Pravious Series: Picture of the day

Robert Louis Stevenson: A lifein
pictures gallery. View here

ﬁ Share 0



http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/gallery/2012/nov/13/robert-louis-stevenson
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In Pictures: Edinburgh celebrates Stevenson

o8

BBC Scotland website: RLS Day Gallery.
View here



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-20324547

BB O Signin News Sport Weather iPlayer v Radio More...

MRBdIO)) WHAT'S NEW? (@) Stations = Categories  i= Programmes O Schedule < Favourites

[B]BIC] = ) ON NOW : Newsdrive
%@ Newsdrive i

r 4
,7// Home Episodes Clips Biographies

> Laston

Yesterday
17:00

BBEC Radio Scotland

QONLY ON HIGHLANDS AND
ISLANDS

See all previous episodes from
Newsdrive

soposida alop <

12/11/2012
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Duration: 2 hours

K™ First broadcast: Monday 12 November 2012

g news and sport from Scotland, the UK and around the world, plus regular travel and weather updates

John Sessions speaks to BBC Radio
Scotland’s Newsdrive about RLS Day.
Listen here from 1:25:00
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